The 1st modern Olympic games
The first modern Olympic Games took place in 1896, in Athens, Greece. A total of 14 nations sent athletes, totaling 245 (all men). The Games took place April 6–15. The number of events staged that year was 43, in 9 sports.
The events that year were these:
· Cycling 
· Fencing  
· Gymnastics 
· Shooting 
· Swimming 
· Tennis 
· Track and Field Weightlifting 
· Wrestling 
Greece dominated the medal standings, winning 10 first place and 47 total. Second was the United States, with 19, followed by Germy with 15. The U.S. actually won more first-place metals than Greece, 11 to 10, but Greece's 19 second-place medals were the totals difference. One interesting fact is that Olympic Winners received silver medals, second-place finishers got bronze medals, and third place finishers received nothing! 


